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IED blastin:: -
Shillong’s -
market area

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
SHILLONG

A low-intensity blast in

shillong’s busy Khydailad
ares triggered panic on

Sunday evening, police

1 said.

No casualties were re-
ported in the blast that |
happened at 6.15 p.m. in |
the commercial hub of the

State, they said.

to the blast, the police
said.

1 It is suspected to be an_
improvised explosive dev- '
ice blast, a senior police |

olficer told PTL

Bomb squad personnel
were at the spot and the !
i jatter is being investigat-

ed, he said.

The front portions of a |
mobile store and a wine |
shop were damaged due :
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(Tikait calls for observing
~Betrayal Day’ today

d Y o ) | - “ . . - - :
bad _romises by Centre have remained unfulfilled: BKU leader

Gandly yos prusT OF INDIA
versatgioy
::_J:Om_'dleging-:; betrayal by the
‘;‘taﬂn‘:e;tt:g, Bharatiya Kisan Un-
S b (BKU) leader Rakesh i-

tod ‘ait on Sunday announced a

c_lre_ng untry-wide observance of
of ."inl
from

Mr. D
and dg

etrayal Day! on Monday ov-
farm fssues. J
The national spokesper-
n of the farmers' union
aimed the over-a-year-long
rotest at Delhi’'s borders
as withdrawn on the basis
d fa letter of promises by the
“pvernment on December 9
~ ut those remain unfulfilled,
“af,l»]"-“- “A nation-wide ‘Betrayal
an’ will be observed on Ja-
uary 31 because of the go-
ernment’s betrayal to farm-
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‘| theéy had to aim for
0 drones. Until then, Mr.
Whear and 'co had never
Tu‘mgled more than 80
tan aes simultaneously.
acader]

A

bility key

ability of these drones

Jkey to ensuring that the
y goes smoothly. We

i 1,000 drones to pull off
Aow, but we don’t have

0 people to maintain

product that was 80% ma

R

Rakesh Tikait «

ers. The movement was
suspended on the basis of a
letter given by the govern-
ment on December 9 but
those promises have not
been fulfilled,” Mr. Tikait,
whose BKU is a part of the
SKM, said in a tweer in Hindi.

The protest on Delhi's bor-

ury we just didn't have. 50,
we decided we will make
drones ourselves so that we
know the causes of different

errors and failures,” says Mr.

Bunkar.

Soon they started order-
ing parts and assembling the
hardware. But this was the
time that world’s supply
chains had snapped up and

-shortages of different parts

such as semi-conductor

* ' chips began to hit different

industries.

This forced the team to
look for alternatives within
the country.

Tha's when they found
someone in Manesar who
made motherboards for mo-
bile phones and asked him to
make printed circuit boards.
The outer casing of the
drones was made by a maker
of fruit baskets and broom
handles in‘Seelampur, says
Mr. Bunkar.

The end products were

de in India

ders: had started under the
banner of the Satnyukt Kisan
Morcha in November 2020
over the main demands of
withdrawal of three conten-
tious farm laws that were in-
troduced by the BJP-led
Centre.

The farmers, who occu-
pied key border points of
Singhu , Tikri and Ghazipur
for over a year, also demand- |
ed a legal guarantee for MSP
of crops. Prime Minister Na-
rendra Modi had in Novem-
ber 2021 announced that the
contentious farm laws would
be rolled back, leading to the
protestors eventually vacat-
ing Dethi borders in Decen-
ber.

portant parts like flight con-*
trollers (or the brain of the

drones), GPS precision and
motor controller. ¢

Need knowhow '
“In India we need this capa-
bility. We need knowhow. We
can't just be a service provid-
er through start-ups like Zo-
mato and Swiggy. We cant
keep relying on the outsideg
world for electronic; based
hardware and high speed
trains, computers, lithium
jon batteries, Lam happy tha
through our’ participation,
we have been able to shine
light on the need for hard-
ware-based solutions)” says

Dr. Ahlawat. AT

Ask them what's next for
the start-up and Mr. Bunkar
says he will be selling droue
shows and that he is already
flooded with inquiries from’
big brands who want .2 big-
bang launch for their pio-
ducts us-well as the Minis:

B - LA L B b AR TR
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